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Loew’s Kings Theatre, Brooklyn, New York  
 

Most of the time, there is nothing remarkable about a movie theatre today; but that wasn’t 
always the case. When the great American movie palaces began opening in the early 20th 
century, they were some of the most lavish, stunning buildings ever seen. However, they 
wouldn’t last- with the advent of in-home television, theatre companies found it harder and 
harder to keep them open. 
Some were demolished, some were converted, and some remain empty to this day. 
 
                                                                                                                         After the Final Curtain 
                                                                                             The Fall of the American Movie Theatre 
                                                                                                    Matt Lambros (Photographer), 2016 



  Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres 
1917-Present Day 

 

Loew’s State Theatre  
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 

 

 
 

          Date Opened: 1928 
          Seating Capacity: 3300 
          Owner: Loew’s (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) 
          Architect: Thomas W Lamb 
          Date Saved: 1977 by citizens becoming the Syracuse Area 
          Landmark Theatre, known as the Landmark Theatre  



                 Air Conditioning & Refrigeration (if any) 
 
The name of possible manufacturers or installers has, to date, not been discovered. 
 
This may seem strange because Syracuse, at this time (1927), was the home of the Carrier Engineering 
Corporation, the leading provider of air conditioning and refrigerating systems for “movie palaces.” Being a 3300 
seat theatre the cooling load would probably be about 300 TR, ideal for the Carrier centrifugal water chiller, 
cooling being provided typically by 2 x 150 TR machines. Loew’s State Theatre in Syracuse appears not to be 
listed in the Carrier advertisements of the period.   
 
However, the records show that a number of Loew’s Theatres were equipped with York Ice Machinery CO2 

refrigeration plant including those in Easton, Hartford, Newark, Pittsburgh and Sioux Falls. So maybe Lowe’s 
standardised on York equipment, but their Syracuse Theatre has not been found in York advertisements. 
 
Another possibility is that “theatre cooling” and/or “refrigeration” was provided by Brunswick-Kroeschell CO2 
equipment as they list Loew’s State Theatre in St Louis, Missouri as one of their installations 
 
While it may seem unlikely that the theatre was not air conditioned, advertisements found for the theatre make no 
mention of cooling or air conditioning. 
 
 A 1997 leaflet, the Landmark Legend Newsletter, contains a schedule of money spent on restoration but lists 
Improved Air Conditioning as only $7000. 
 
What follows is the story of the theatre itself: 
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Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres 
1917-Present Day 

Kings Theatre 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

 
 

 
 

1929 
 

          Date Built: 1929 
          Seating Capacity: 3398 
          Owner: Loews Inc 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: York Ice Machinery Corporation               
          Refrigeration: York CO2 system 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

    

 



 
 

Colour photos which follow by Matt Lambros  
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